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the vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken tomorrow.

————

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE
LIFETIME CONTRIBUTIONS OF
RAFAEL JOSE DIAZ-BALART

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 131) recognizing
and honoring the lifetime contribu-
tions of Rafael José Diaz-Balart on the
dedication of the Rafael Diaz-Balart
Hall at the Florida International Uni-
versity College of Law.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RESs. 131

Whereas a native of Santiago de Cuba,
Rafael José Diaz-Balart completed his stud-
ies at the University of Havana with a law
degree in 1919;

Whereas soon after joining the Bar, he be-
came a municipal judge in the city of Palma
Soriano, where he served with distinction for
four years until, by civil service examina-
tion, he obtained the post of civil law notary
in the town of Banes in eastern Cuba;

Whereas, while maintaining his law prac-
tice, Rafael José Diaz-Balart was elected
City Council President and Mayor of Banes;

Whereas he was later elected Congressman
and transferred his law practice to the city
of Holguin and subsequently to Havana,
where he founded the law firm of Diaz-
Balart, Diaz-Balart and Amador, with his
son, Rafael Lincoln, and Rolando Amador;

Whereas, years later, also by examination,
Rafael José Diaz-Balart assumed the post of
Land Registrar, a prominent achievement
for lawyers in many civil law countries, in-
cluding Cuba;

Whereas Rafael José Diaz-Balart lived in
exile after 1959, and became a proud citizen
of the United States;

Whereas along with his son, Rafael Lincoln
Diaz-Balart, Rafael José Diaz-Balart com-
menced law school at the University of Ma-
drid, Spain, and in 1965, at age 66, earned a
second Law Degree;

Whereas Rafael José Diaz-Balart died in
Miami, Florida in 1985;

Whereas Rafael José Diaz-Balart instilled
not only in his son, but in his four grandsons
a sense honor and service, which led them to
become prominent members of American so-
ciety;

Whereas his son, Rafael Lincoln, was a
prominent member of the Cuban House of
Representatives, and his grandsons, Lincoln
Diaz-Balart and Mario Diaz-Balart were
elected to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives in 1992 and 2002, respectively,
Jose Diaz Balart became a prominent jour-
nalist as the Washington bureau chief for
Telemundo Network and was the first United
States journalist to host daily Spanish and
English language newscasts, and Rafael Diaz
Balart became a prominent Miami invest-
ment banker;

Whereas, on February 10, 2007, Florida
International University will dedicate the
Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall as the new home of
the College of Law;

Whereas Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall will pro-
vide a state-of-the-art facility for teaching,
research, and study, as well as scholarly and
social interaction; and

Whereas the Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall was
designed by the internationally renowned ar-
chitect Robert A. M. Stern, Dean of the
School of Architecture at Yale University:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the lifetime accomplishments
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and legacy of Rafael José Diaz-Balart for his
numerous contributions to democracy, and
recognizes the Florida International Univer-
sity dedication of the Rafael Diaz-Balart
Hall at the College of Law as an appropriate
tribute in his memory.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAvVIsS) and the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. KELLER) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
request b legislative days during which
Members may insert material relevant
to H. Res. 131 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to yield the
time to Representative MEEK from
Florida for the purpose of managing
the Democratic side of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to come before the House
today in support of Resolution 131, to
recognize Rafael José Diaz-Balart,
grandfather of two of our great col-
leagues here in this great House, LIN-
COLN and MARIO DIAZ-BALART.

Rafael Diaz-Balart was a native of
Santiago de Cuba and completed his
law degree at the University of Havana
in 1919. Soon after he joined the bar,
Rafael Diaz-Balart became the munic-
ipal judge in the city of Palma Soriano,
where he served with great distinction.
Four years later, he earned a post of
civil law notary in the town of Banes
in eastern Cuba, where he was later
then elected city council president and
mayor of the city.

Upon his election to the Cuban House
of Representatives, he founded the law
firm of Diaz-Balart, Diaz-Balart and
Amador in Havana, with his son,
Rafael Lincoln, MARIO and LINCOLN’s
father, and Rolando Amador. Years
later, he earned the post Land Reg-
istrar, a prominent achievement for
lawyers in Cuba.

After the 1959 coup, Rafael Diaz-
Balart lived in exile and became a
proud citizen of the United States. In
exile, Rafael José Diaz-Balart entered
law school at the University of Madrid,
and in 1965, at age 66, earned his second
law degree.

While Rafael Diaz-Balart had many
great accomplishments, his greatest of
all may have been the honor and sense
of duty that he instilled his son Rafael
Lincoln and his four grandsons: LIN-
COLN and MARIO, whom I proudly serve
with here in the House; also José, who
is a prominent journalist; and Rafael, a
successful businessman in Miami.
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This week Florida International Uni-
versity Law School will be dedicated in
the name of Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall, a
tribute to their grandfather. The key-
note address will be given by Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader-Ginsburg,
and there will be countless Federal,
State and local municipal elected offi-
cials.

This honor to the Diaz-Balart family
is a testimony to the American Dream.
Here is a family in a bloodline that left
Cuban exile, but came to the United
States to make this country better.

The entire family has contributed
not only to the south Florida commu-
nity, but the entire State of Florida,
and also this great country of ours,
which is the United States of America.

I think the House is full within its
right to be able to recognize this great
American for what he was able to do in
his contributions to those that not
only serve here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, but serve in the fields of
journalism and in business. I am hon-
ored to bring this to the floor at this
time.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself as much time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 131, a resolution recognizing
and honoring the lifetime contribu-
tions of Rafael José Diaz-Balart, on the
dedication of the Rafael Diaz-Balart
Hall at the Florida International Uni-
versity College of Law.

I would like to thank my friend Mr.
MEEK for introducing this important
resolution.

The founding of the Florida Inter-
national University College of Law did
not become possible until 2000. The col-
lege of law received full accreditation
from the American Bar Association in
December 2006.

The law school is home to 382 law
students and 25 faculty members. The
Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall was designed
by the renowned architect and dean of
architecture at Yale University, Rob-
ert A.M. Stern. It incorporates two in-
terior courtyards, an atrium, a reading
room, an auditorium, a legal clinic,
and two teaching courtrooms. In addi-
tion, the hall will have two additional
rooms solely for expanding inter-
national and foreign law collections.

Of particular interest to the students
and the school are volumes focusing on
international organization and Carib-
bean and Latin American law.
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Rafael Diaz-Balart, for whom the hall
was named, was born in Cuba and
earned a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Havana in 1919. He later served
as a lawyer, a judge, president of the
city council and was eventually elected
mayor of the city of Banes and then
was elected congressman. Diaz-Balart
went into exile in 1959 and earned his
second law degree from the University
of Madrid in 1965. He died in Miami in
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1985. Mr. Diaz-Balart is also the grand-
father of two distinguished Members of
Congress, MARIO and LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART.

I congratulate the Florida Inter-
national University College of Law on
receiving its full American Bar Asso-
ciation accreditation and the inaugura-
tion of this beautiful new hall.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as she may consume to
one of my great colleagues from the
Florida delegation (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank both of my good
friends from Florida, Mr. KELLER and
Mr. MEEK. It is my privilege to join
with my colleagues in honoring the life
and legacy of the Diaz-Balart family,
and particularly Rafael Diaz-Balart,
who distinguished himself not just in
the Cuban House of Representatives,
but by becoming a wonderful citizen of
the United States of America and con-
tributing his subsequent generations of
his family to the history of the State
of Florida and to the United States by
lending his two grandsons to the
United States House of Representa-
tives.

Mr. Speaker, across this country we
have a wonderful history of naming in-
stitutions like law centers after our gi-
ants, and Florida is no exception. The
Shepard Broad Law Center at Nova
Southeastern University is named after
a Florida giant. The University of Flor-
ida Law Center, the Holland Building,
is named after a Florida giant. And
now the law center at Florida Inter-
national University will be named after
a Cuban-American, a Florida giant,
Rafael Diaz-Balart, and it is my privi-
lege to join my colleagues in honoring
his legacy and his life today.

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), the ranking mem-
ber of the Foreign Affairs Committee,
and the first Hispanic woman elected
in the history of the United States
Congress.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding. I
thank my good friend Mr. MEEK of
Florida for presenting this resolution
for us today.

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, which honors the life of Rafael
José Diaz-Balart, a prominent attor-
ney, an elected official in pre-Castro
Cuba, who is also the grandfather, as
we have heard, of our esteemed South
Florida Congressional colleagues, LIN-
COLN DIAZ-BALART and MARIO DIAZ-
BALART, as well as their two other
brothers, José Diaz-Balart, a very well
known television personality and news
anchor, and Rafael Diaz-Balart, a
prominent South Florida businessman.

Their grandfather, Rafael José Diaz-
Balart, was a native of Santiago de
Cuba, and completed his studies at the
University of Havana with a law degree
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in 1919. While maintaining his law
practice, he was also elected city coun-
cil president and mayor of Banes, and
later as a member of the Cuban House
of Representatives, similar to our
body.

Following the 1959 communist take-
over by Fidel Castro, Rafael José Diaz-
Balart fled to the United States to live
in exile with his family. Shortly fol-
lowing, he proudly became a citizen of
the United States. Along with his son,
Rafael Lincoln, he commenced Ilaw
school at the University of Madrid,
Spain, and in 1965, at the age of 66,
earned a second law degree. He sadly
passed away in Miami, Florida, in 1985.

He, like my father Enrique Ros and
so many others who fled Cuba due to
Castro’s tyrannical regime in the last
50 years, Rafael dreamt of a free Cuba,
a country where human rights are re-
spected, where political prisoners are
freed, with a democratic, multi-party
political system that flourishes and a
free market economy that thrives, thus
allowing the Cuban people and their
foreign economic partners to own their
businesses and to prosper. None of
those things are allowed today.

I am so glad that this Saturday, Feb-
ruary 10, the Florida International
University College of Law will dedicate
its new law center as the Rafael Diaz-
Balart Hall. We are also proud of the
many accomplishments of FIU, Florida
International University, my alma
mater, and we think this is a positive
step forward.

So I ask my colleagues to join us in
commemorating the life of a great pa-
triot, Rafael José Diaz-Balart, a tre-
mendous mentor, a loving husband, a
father and one of the most outstanding
members of the South Florida commu-
nity, a freedom fighter from his first to
his last breath.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on House Resolution 131.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve my time.

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the grandson of Rafael Diaz-
Balart, my friend and colleague, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO
DIAZ-BALART).

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from Florida, Mr. KELLER. I
want to thank all of those colleagues
who have spoken here today. On behalf
of my brother, Congressman LINCOLN
DIAZ-BALART, who is actually now in a
committee and cannot be here, I want
to particularly thank Congressman
KENDRICK MEEK for this profound and
deep honor.

Congressman MEEK, I have to tell
you, there are not a lot of secrets in
this process, but somehow you Kkept
this a secret, and I am not quite sure
how you were able to do this, because
both my brother and I didn’t know
about this until very, very recently.
That is something that is frankly un-
usual, for anything to be kept a secret
in this process.

H1305

I particularly want to thank the
sponsor of this resolution for, again,
this honor to our grandfather and our
family, our entire family, that this
House is giving all of us today.

But when I think of families who
have public service in their back-
ground, our dear friend Congressman
KENDRICK MEEK comes from a family of
deep service to our country. As I said
recently in a public meeting in Miami,
the matriarch of the Florida congres-
sional delegation and particularly the
South Florida Members congressional
delegation is Congresswoman Carrie
Meek, who was not only a fine Member
of this institution and also was a mem-
ber of the Florida legislature for many
years, but she is an icon in the history
of our Nation. She is one of those who
has broken through, her entire life,
that glass ceiling, not once, not twice,
but many, many times. Then, of
course, her son, KENDRICK, who is a
tough fighter for issues that he be-
lieves in and for the people he rep-
resents and who I am honored to call a
dear friend of mine.

So I am deeply honored, Congress-
man. I am deeply honored for all of
this. On behalf of the Diaz-Balart fam-
ily, I just want to thank you for this
deep honor, this deep privilege. It is a
day that we will not soon forget.
Again, just thank you all very much.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, it is very interesting
when you look at this resolution, be-
cause it is the American Dream. Some
Americans don’t have the opportunity
to have a resolution brought before the
House of Representatives honoring the
memory of their bloodline, their father
and their grandfather and their entire
family. But I can tell you that, in the
words of my grandmother, saying
“isn’t God good,” this resolution dis-
plays the American Dream.

As we start to look at this resolu-
tion, as we start to reflect on the con-
tributions of the Diaz-Balart family to
the United States of America, to find
that it not only didn’t start totally
with Rafael José Diaz-Balart, but he
had a lot to do with the pilgrimage to
the United States of America and the
contributions that his grandchildren
have made and that his son made in
this society, that have made America
better. It has brought us together in
many ways.

Understanding a story of some of the
issues facing America right now, as
some folks may feel about recent im-
migrants to this country, this is a per-
fect example to set up on the pedestal
of how those that come to our country
with the will and desire to serve this
country, not to pull from this country,
but to serve on behalf of this country,
what can happen.

We have four individuals that are the
grandchildren of the very man that we
are recognizing here in the House of
Representatives, this great country of
ours, individuals fought to allow us to
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salute one flag. Two are contributing
to this country, serving at the same
time in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in this Congress and in the last
Congress and the Congress before that,
and one is at the top of journalism as
it relates to Spanish language inter-
national television, and another is a
prominent businessman in South Flor-
ida. I think this is a time that the
House is rightfully recognizing these
great Americans for what they were
able to do.

Mr. Speaker, to Mr. DIAZ-BALART and
to Mr. KELLER and to all of my col-
leagues here, it is a great honor to
bring this before the House, because 1
believe everyone can understand the
reason why we are here, and it is justi-
fied. But this could be one of many ex-
amples of families that have contrib-
uted to our country. I know they will
continue to do so, and I know their
children’s children will continue to do
so, and this moment in history will
just be one beacon of light to show how
appreciative we are for not only the
Diaz-Balart family for their contribu-
tions but other families like them.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would totally agree
with my colleague, Mr. MEEK, that the
Diaz-Balart family has made America a
much better place for all of our chil-
dren to grow up. I have been very hon-
ored to serve with both LINCOLN and
MARIO DIAZ-BALART, and I know they
both have a lot of pride in their grand-
father.

I am very happy that Mr. MEEK in-
troduced this resolution honoring
Rafael Diaz-Balart. Mr. MEEK also ob-
viously has a lot of pride in the blood-
line he has with the famous Congress-
woman Carrie Meek. I was reminded of
her just this past weekend when I was
down in Miami for the football game on
Sunday and I parked on Carrie Meek
Boulevard down there.

I explained to the parking lot attend-
ant that I served with Carrie Meek and
I am friends with her son, KENDRICK
MEEK. He said, Yeah, man. That will be
thirty bucks. It only gets you so far.
But I have a lot of pride in knowing
both of these families.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
my time.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I just would
like to thank Mr. MILLER of the Edu-
cation Committee, also the majority
leader’s office and the Speaker’s office
for allowing us to bring this resolution
so that it can be timely for the dedica-
tion this weekend when the good peo-
ple of Florida and this great country
and the Supreme Court Justice will
honor the memory of Rafael José Diaz-
Balart at the naming of the hall of the
law school.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 131.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

J 1500
AMERICAN HEART MONTH

(Ms. FALLIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, as you
know, February is American Heart
Month. It is a time when we here in
Congress and the people across Amer-
ica can reaffirm their commitment to
fighting heart disease, the number one
killer in Oklahoma and the entire
United States.

Nearly 80 million American adults
suffer from some form of heart-related
illness. Every 35 seconds, an American
dies from that illness. Heart disease
kills more Americans than the number
two, three and four leading causes of
death combined.

Madam Speaker, heart disease is a
big problem for women just as it is for
men, if not more so. In 1984, more
women than men died from heart dis-
ease. In Oklahoma, 19 women die every
day of a heart-related illness.

Last Friday, millions of men and
women participated in National Wear
Red Day to honor the many women
who have been touched by heart dis-
ease. This was a great gesture, remind-
ing us of the importance of fighting the
disease. And we can fight it by exer-
cising, maintaining health, eating
healthy and refraining from smoking.

Madam Speaker, I encourage all my
colleagues and all Americans to re-
member the millions of people affected
by heart disease this month and to
Wear Red Day for heart disease. By
raising awareness of this disease, we
can improve the lives of millions of
men and women in this country.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
SoLis). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 18, 2007, and under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

————

THE MIDDLE EAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
the President and his administration
would be wise to avoid making Iran the
next Iraq. Despite that, the demonizing
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of Iran has begun as the President tries
to divert the attention of the American
people away from the Iraq debacle. In-
stead of advocating diplomacy in the
region as recommended by the Iraq
Study Group and countless leaders in
both political parties, the President is
making veiled threats that are becom-
ing increasingly worrisome. The boil-
ing caldron of violence in the Middle
East is growing hotter, and to many
people, the policies and pronounce-
ments of the President concerning Iran
are seen as throwing gasoline on the
fire.

As the situation worsens in Iraq, the
President talks more and more about
Iran, as if the attention of the Amer-
ican people and the world can so easily
be diverted. That is not going to work
this time. The focus of the American
people, indeed the focus of the world, is
on the U.S. occupation of Iraq and the
disastrous war the President continues
to wage and escalate. We know he is
raising the stakes in Iraq. Many fear
Iran is not behind. And we see an irony
in that.

Leaders in the Middle East I met
with recently in Jordan blame Paul
Bremer, the President’s first adminis-
trator in Iraq, believing Bremer, unwit-
tingly or otherwise, handed Iraq to the
regime in Iran. He did it with disas-
trous decisions.

First, he dismantled the Iraqi army.
That left the border between Iraq and
Iran unguarded and open to the infil-
tration of weapons and insurgents to
foment violence in Iraq.

Bremer gave the Shi’a effective con-
trol by mandating they receive a ma-
jority of seats in reconstituting an
Iraqi government.

These decisions opened the border
and at the same time tightened rela-
tionships between Iranian Shi’a and
Iraqi Shi’a. It set the stage for Iran’s
influence to grow stronger and strong-
er inside Iraq and unleashed a torrent
of violence, pitting Iraqi against Iraqi
with American soldiers caught in the
cross fire. Is there any wonder that
many Iraqis believe their nation is
being handed over to Iran by the U.S.?

Now, many believe the President’s
saber rattling toward Iran has less to
do with its efforts to develop a nuclear
weapon and more to do with his failure
to understand the region and contain
Iran from the outset of the war.
Thoughtful people in the United States
and around the world fear the Presi-
dent is compounding the trouble, not
confronting the problems in a troubled
region. Where does all this saber rat-
tling go? History shows us the way.

In less than one generation, we have
done what we vowed never to do again:
We have allowed a President to stam-
pede the Nation into a hopeless war,
not because we had to but because he
wanted to. This President believed he
could have victory by saying it was so.
We have seen the tragic consequences
of that.

There are so many parallels between
the Iraq debacle and Vietnam; it is un-
believable. The President and many
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